“Nick put it in his vice and tugged and pulled on it until he
went quite red in the face.The joint was unbreakable, the
only damage suffered being to the jaws of his vice”

Breaking the rules

David Savage argues that some commissions demand a non-purist approach

DESCRIBED in F&C No. 9
two very special commissions
we received for three very
special pieces of furniture.

The first was a writing table
with a matching chair to be made
in rosewood with vavona
(Sequoia sempervirens) burr and
ebony details. The second com-
mission was for a similar chair
also made in rosewood to com-
plement another writing table
that we had made some months
earlier for a London client.

These commissions were
linked in my mind because they
followed a similar line of devel-
opment. both mvolving curva-
ceous and sensual shapes in dark
hardwoods with richly figured
burrs and black ebony detailing.

The desk was worked on first,

craftsman Nick Chandler draw- »

® DAVID SAVAGE
is a well-known
designer-maker
and writer on the

subject. He now
offers courses in
cabinetmaking
from his
workshops in
Bideford, Devon.
He can be
contacted on
01237 451515.
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